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April General Meeting  

Saturday, April 18, 2015 
1:00 PM 

Alma Community Centre,  
51 Simpson St. E, Alma, ON 

(North End of Town) 
Wheelchair Accessible 

 

Guest Speaker:  
Ken Thornburn 

Northern Flyer Designs & 
Promotions 

 

 
 
 

Spring Clean Up Day at Country Heritage 
Park May 9, 2015 

Breakfast at 8:00 am at the 5th Wheel Truck Stop 
(Milton) 

Work/fun begins at 9:00 am at the Park. 

 
Deadline for submission for the 
June newsletter is June 1.   

 

http://www.allischalmers.ca/


  

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
Hello to all Club Members: 
Spring is getting closer with the time changing and the Farm Show and Industrial Show now over, both with 
good weather to travel. 
 
Projects, sales and shows will soon be coming with the nice weather.  It has been a long cold winter with no 
mild days in January or February, usually being in the minus 20 range. 
 
L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǘǳǊƴǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ǇǊƛƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ƭƳŀΣ ǎƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ 
there. 
 
Thanks again. 
 

Murray 

Club Member Contacts  
 

Club Membership lists are available to Club Members for $2.00.  Please send request to:  
A-C Club of Ontario 
P.O. Box 187, Acton, ON, L7J 2M3 

2015 Calendar Still Available 
  
A few copies of The 2015 20th Anniversary Calendar are still available.  $18.00 ($20.00 with shipping to your 
door).  Contact Leah Brooks, 519-853-0880, gathering2009@bellnet.ca or at get one at the April club 
meeting. 
 

2016 Calendar Now Underway ς Looking for Photos 
 

Planning for the 2016 calendar is underway.  Theme "A-C Industrial". Deadline May 31st.  Pictures can be 
emailed to gathering2009@bellnet.ca or mailed to the Club P.O. or bring them to the meeting in Alma and 
have them scanned right there. 

Paris Tractor Show ς June 13th & 14th  
Featuring Allis Chalmers 
 
The club has been invited to attend the Paris Historical 
Expo as they are featuring the Allis-Chalmers brand this 
year.  The Club is considering running a tractor caravan 
to the show.  Contact Brad McBride (519-263-3227) if 
you are interested. 
 
For more details  on the show please contact: Clint 
Worron   email: clintw@halnor.com 

 
Website: www.parishistoricalexpo.ca  
2015 Fun Day ς All Members Welcome! 
Combine & Plowing Days ς Hosted by the McBride Family in Kippen, ON. 
Combine Day will be in mid August when the wheat is ready to harvest.  Plowing Day date to be determined. 
More Details to follow. 

mailto:gathering2009@bellnet.ca
mailto:gathering2009@bellnet.ca
mailto:clintw@halnor.com
http://www.parishistoricalexpo.ca/


More Gathering of the Orange Photos: Lathrop MO, June 2014 
By: Calvin Schmidt 

 
TL-B loader with a óBô tractor powertrain.     Modified D-15 diesel (turbo added). 

One of 65 built. 

A nice line up of tractors.     D17 High Clearance ς 1960. 

Hand Made Scale Model by Art Ireland 

 

Bill Brooks showed me this 
model made by Art Ireland.  
The miniature belts and 
chains are very neat. 



Allis-Chalmers in Australia By: Calvin Schmidt 

  

As some of you might have known, my wife and I had been planning a tour of Australia for a few years and as we 
get older, we need to do these things while we still can.  While the trip had been in the back of our minds since our 
three week tour of New Zealand in 2001, it came more to the forefront after we were contacted by a contractor in 
Perth (Western Australia) who had an interest in constructing silos in the western wheat belt.  He visited us in 
2011, we became friends, and as they say the rest is history. 
 
To fly from Toronto to Perth (WA), the flying time is about the same whether we fly east or west from Toronto so 
since we planned to return from the west, January 19th we flew east nonstop to Dubai (12hr 45min), spent one 
night, toured the city, and the next night flew another 10 hr 40 min to Perth.  We stayed with our friends and 
helped to celebrate Australia Day Jan 26th, watching the great fireworks show over the Perth harbour from our 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ōƻŀǘΦ 
  
It was then off on a tour of wheat handling and storage facilities in the western wheat belt where wheat is stored in 
tarped bunkers holding up to 60,000 tonnes each.  It was not uncommon to meet road trains with three trailers on 
two lane roads heading to the ports with 90 tonnes of wheat.  ²Ƙŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ L Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
Australians grow the wheat in their winter, planting in dry ground in late March to mid April.  The wheat 
germinates when the rains start in late April and the winter is cooler which is also better for the wheat to grow.  
Harvest usually starts in early November and is finished by Christmas. Because harvest is in the beginning of the dry 
season, combines can run right into January- February if necessary.  One farmer we had supper with farms 10,000 
acres with one combine.  They are happy with 35-пл ōǳΦ ǿƘŜŀǘ ȅƛŜƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ плΩ ƘŜŀŘ ŀǘ мрƪƳκƘǊΦ  
  
hǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƳŀǘŜΩǎ ŘŀŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǇƻǊǘ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ 
Albany and while having supper witƘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ !ƭōŀƴȅΣ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ !ƭƭƛǎ-Chalmers 
collection so a tour was on.  The gentleman had emigrated from England 40 years ago where he grew up with Allis-
Chalmers tractors.  He told us that in the earlier days, American tractors were shipped to Australia on skids without 
tires or wheels in order to by-pass or be subject to reduced import duties.  As a result the older A-C tractors have 
unique Australia made wheel centers and rims and most are dual fuel or kerosene tractors.    
  
February 1st we boarded the India-Pacific train for a two day/night 2670km trip to Adelaide where we rented a car.  
The train crosses the Nullarbor Plain where it is so dry nothing grows, there are no trees, and nobody lives there.  
There is a 478km stretch of straight rail track which is the longest in the world.  After leaving the Adelaide area and 
heading towards the Great Ocean road, we happened on another tractor museum (wife spotted this one) while I 
concentrated on driving of the left side of the road and avoiding kangaroos.  YŜǾΩǎ YƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ {9 
consisted of approximately 200 unrestored tractors packed into two buildings.  He had a few Allis-Chalmers as well 
as some Australian orange Chamberlain tractors. 
  
Unfortunately our planned 6 week trip was shorted by 3 weeks when we got word of my 86 year old father-in-ƭŀǿΩǎ 
sudden passing in Florida after finishing 9 holes of golf.  We flew home from Melbourne Feb 12th after covering 
6000 km and seeing the real Australia thŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜǎΦ  A side trip to Tasmania to visit 
another A-C collector who I had met on two occasions also did not happen. 
  
²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŎƻŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ нлΩǎ 
ǘƻ ƳƛŘ олΩǎ /Φ  One day on the ranch in western Australia we did hit 39C which was bearable due to the low 
humidity but have a big hat and sun screen.  While we endured the coldest February in recorded history here in 
Ontario, our friend Andrew emailed that Perth had the hottest and most humid February since 1955.  We left Perth 
Feb 1st.   
  
Hope to finish the trip in a few years! 
  



 
Road train heading to the port in Albany    Unique dual fuel manifold on a WD-45 
        (Roger Griffin collection) 
 
 

 
7020 with Canadian loader     Roger Griffin from Albany WA proud that a 
(Roger Griffin collection)     Canadian would stop to see his tractors 
 
 

 
English B       Aussie rear wheels on a WF 
(Roger Griffin collection)     (Roger Griffin collection) 
 

 

 



 
Dual fuel WF       Aussie front wheels on a WF 
(Roger Griffin collection)     (Roger Griffin collection) 
 
 

 
D-A tractor retired to pulling a commercial fishing   Newer Chamberlin tractor (They are no longer in 
boat out of the water every night at Cape Jervis  business) 
 

 

 
Chamberlain tractor with opposed engine    A-C 'U' with unique rad shutters 
όYŜǾΩǎ Kollection)      όYŜǾΩǎ Kollection) 
 
 

 

 

 

 


